 AP Biology Lab Report Guidelines - PPT
Total Points: 60 points 
I. Title: (2 pts) Be sure that the title appropriately describes the experiment.  Be specific, but brief.

II. Abstract: (6 pts) This is a summary of your report! This is one of the more difficult parts to write. It may be beneficial to do this section last. This should be no more than five sentences (one paragraph). The body should contain a brief (1 sentence) summary of theory, brief (1 sentence) summary of procedure, brief (1 sentence) summary of major findings. 

III. Introduction/Purpose: (8 pts)
a. State what are you trying to learn, test or determine.
b. Review prior research related to the experiment and provide background information that will present a review of the topic.  
c. Relate your experiment to the concepts learned in class.
d. State your hypothesis.  A testable hypothesis should be included – use “if-then” format. 
IV. Materials & Methods: (8 pts)
a. Describe the procedure with enough detail so that others could repeat your research. This should include the materials you used, but materials DO NOT need to be listed separately.  
i. When we are following a specific procedure, you can reference the lab handout – you do not need to write out the procedure. Include any changes to the procedure that were different from the handout.

ex. The lab procedure followed the procedure outlined in the Advanced Placement Biology Diffusion and Osmosis Laboratory Kit by Flinn Scientific, Inc. (include the changes in the following sentence.)

b. Clearly identify the control(s), variables and measurement techniques used.

V. Results/Data/Analysis: (10 pts)
a. Organize all data into computer generated tables and graphs.

b. Label everything appropriately. Follow TAILS

c. Include calculations when appropriate.  Formulas should be included and 1 example of each type of calculation.
VI. Discussion/Conclusions: (12 pts) 
a. Clearly explain whether the results support or refute the hypothesis being tested.

b. Explain what your findings mean and what conclusions you can draw from the data.

c. Sources of error and suggestions for improvement can also be included in this section.

d. Include any areas of further investigation or changes you would make to the existing procedure to improve the lab activity.
VII. Literature Citation(s): (4 pts)
a. Include all published works consulted in your research. List in proper MLA format.
b. Given that information in your report will come from a published lab activity, you need to include a citation from that source.
VIII. PPT Presentation: (10 pts)
a. PPT was visually appealing and students were sure of what they were presenting.  

