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      WELCOME  TO  BIOLOGY! 


2018-2019
Mrs. Begert
Room 208
Email: begerts@region10ct.org
Website: begertsbiology.weebly.com
Course Description

This course will use Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and real-world phenomena to explore disciplinary core ideas in life science.  These ideas including molecular, cellular & organismal structure and function, ecosystem interactions, heredity and biological evolution.  This course will stress the importance of cross-cutting concepts, which are unifying themes that cut across all science disciplines.  Students will also engage in the science and engineering practices to form an understanding of the disciplinary ideas of science and engineering.  
NGSS Science and Engineering Practices:

· Ask questions and define problems

· Develop and use models

· Plan and carry out investigations

· Analyze and interpret data

· Use mathematical and computational thinking 

· Construct explanations and design solutions

· Engage in argument from evidence

· Obtain, evaluate and communicate information 
NGSS Crosscutting Concepts:
· Patterns

· Cause and effect

· Scale, proportion, and quantity

· Systems and system models

· Energy and matter

· Structure and function

· Stability and change

Rules and procedures for your success this year in honors biology:  

Entering the Classroom and Being Prepared 
· You must be in the room before the bell rings or you will be tardy.
· You will need the following items everyday: your science notebook, pencil/pen, homework and CHARGED PLD.

· A notebook is required of each student. (a 3-ring binder is recommended) 
· Colored pencils – (for home use) a box of at least 24 will be helpful throughout the year.
Grading Please refer to the LSM website for specific information on the science department grading policy
· Your grades will be based on a point system.  Assessments will consist of:

·  quizzes (40-50pts), tests (80-100pts), lab investigations/reports (25-40pts), projects and presentations (50-100pts) 
· Practice, which will consist of classwork and homework, will be 10% of the total grade.
· It is expected that work must be turned in on time.  Please see me in advance if there are issues with a deadline.
· There will be no extra credit offered.
· Retakes are offered on a limited basis according to the science department grading policy.  
Class rules
· All students will follow the PLD acceptable use policy.  The use of these devices will be allowed at the discretion of the teacher.

· Cell phones are not to be used during class and will be placed in the cell phone holder upon entering the room. 
· All individual work handed in will be completely your own.  Copying others work will result in a zero for that assignment and a referral will be made to the administration.
· Students will follow ALL safety procedures while in lab and the lab area will be left the way it was when you arrived to class.
· Students will respect themselves, others, and school property.
Absences

· All make-up work can be found in the class make-up folder when you return.

· If you know you will be out – see me before you go.

· Please refer to the student handbook for the LSM make-up policy.
Other important information:
**ALL communication must be done through school email accounts OR Teams – no personal emails may be used.** 

In addition to any assignments given, students should spend extra time reading, reviewing, and self-quizzing.  Bottom line – the more you put into it, the better you will do.  
It is very easy to fall behind in a course like this.  We have a lot to learn!  Please don’t wait until the day before a test to see me if you are confused.  My schedule is posted next to the door and I am also available before or after school upon request.  Come see me to make an appointment(
Biology is an exciting and extremely relevant topic as it is the “study of life”.  It is also a topic that requires time and effort in order to understand some of the concepts we will cover.  There are biology-related issues all over the news and everyday there are new breakthroughs in various fields of biology that improve our lives.  In this class, we are going to cover some very important topics that will relate to our lives now and in the future.  I am looking forward to working with all of you!!

Mrs. Begert (
Please sign below acknowledging that you have read this information.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have.
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