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WELCOME  TO  BIOLOGY! 



2016-2017
Mrs. Begert
Room 208
Email:  begerts@region10ct.org
Website: begertsbiology.weebly.com
Essential Questions that this course will address:

1. What affects population growth and how?

2. How do the parts of the cell work together to carry out the functions of life?

3. How does heritable information provide for the continuity of life?

4. What roles do biomolecules play in living things?

5. How do micro-organisms affect our lives?

6. How is heredity responsible for life’s unity and diversity?
7. How and why do living things change over time? 

8. How do we use research to support an argument?

9. How and why do we classify living things?

10. How has technology improved the quality of our lives?

Some Topics we will cover:

Classification, The Microscope, Evolution, Ecology, Biochemistry, The Cell, DNA, Genetics, Mitosis, Cancer, Bacteria and Viruses, Biotechnology, The Microbiome, and Current events 
Rules and procedures for your success this year in biology:  

What you will need
· You must be in the room before the bell rings or you will be tardy.
· You will need the following items everyday: your biology book or BYOD to access the online text, notebook, pencil and any homework.

· A notebook is required of each student. (a 3-ring binder is recommended) 

· Colored pencils – a box of at least 24 would be helpful throughout the year.
Grading

· Your grades will be based on a point system and will be an accurate measure of your achievement.  Summative assessments that will be used to determine this grade will consist of tests, lab reports, projects and presentations.  

· It is expected that work must be turned in on time.  Please see me in advance if there are issues with a deadline.

· Remember - anything you hand in to me represents who you are - always give me your best work!
· There will be no extra credit offered.  
Class rules

· Students will respect themselves, others, and school property.

· All individual work handed in will be completely your own.  If anyone is caught copying work, that work will not be graded and another assignment will be given.

· Students will follow ALL safety procedures while in lab and the lab area will be left the way it was when you arrived to class.

· The use of all electronic devices will be for class purposes only.  

Absences

· All make-up work can be found in the make-up folder when you return.

· If you know you will be out – see me before you go.

Other important information:
Homework is assigned to help review what we already learned in class or to get you ready for the next class - just do it.  The more you do along the way, the less you will need to do to study for a quiz or test.  As with anything you do, he more you put into it, the better you will do. 
If you feel that you are falling behind or getting confused, please don’t wait until the day before a test to see me.  Make an appointment and see me immediately.  My schedule is posted next to the door.   I am also available before or after school.
Biology is an exciting and extremely relevant topic as it is the “study of life”.  It is also a topic that requires time and effort in order to understand some of the concepts we will cover.  There are biology-related issues all over the news and everyday there are new breakthroughs in various fields of biology that improve our lives greatly.  In this class, we are going to cover some very important topics that will relate to our lives now and in the future.  I am looking forward to working with all of you!!

Mrs. Begert (
“Whether you think you can or you think you can’t - you’re right.”
-Henry Ford

